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.On January 4, 1992, Feasby White died without having achieved the goal he had set for
himself. In honor of his life and work, we are publishing this magnificent statement written
by his wife, Betsey, on the occasion of the publication of the second volume of "Feasby
White: The Life and Works of a Strange Genius, and Other Meditations." People often ask
me about Feasby and how his personality differed from mine. Feasby was an individualist,
and I'm a committed community worker. Feasby was the moving spirit of the poetical
sessions which were held at the house we moved into at 28 Kensington Road, and I am the
founder and director of the Community Care for the Migrants Programme, which works with
the young and the old and is now operating on the sites of the Free Methodist and Christian
Socialist Churches in the Ealing area. Two years before his death, Feasby gave me the
assurance that we were to be married, as he knew that I had decided I wanted to devote my
whole life to the service of him and the community. I have had the great privilege of sharing
it with him for two years, and know that he would have wished me to continue without him.
He also told me that he didn't want a religious ceremony but just a small private
celebration. You have read of the fullness of the life that Feasby lived, but Feasby was a man
for all seasons. Although he was an original thinker, he could be a very tender and reflective
person, and his poems and stories and social commentaries, written with his own unique
style, are indelible in my mind and heart and memory. He knew about the past as well as the
present, and the future of his beloved England. He had an amazing ability to get up in the
early hours of the morning and write a new poem. And he was never without a zest for life
and a sense of humour. Sometimes he would suddenly say "My God, I'm good for nothing,"
and then he'd get up and be out every morning for his exercise. He was an extraordinary
painter, and whenever he was in London he would go to my exhibition and he was asked to
paint the portrait of myself and one or two other exponents of the Community Care for the
Migrants Programme. He was sometimes very serious, and at other times very amusing; but
he had the knack of saying something that would leave you laughing at his
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